
Launch Site Land-owners Packet 
 
Securing and keeping a launch site is often the most challenging part of running a NAR Section.  The 
following packet of information was assembled to help NAR Section leaders to convince land owners that 
our hobby is safe and that they will not have a huge liability when allowing NAR-section run rocket launches 
on their property.  The packet contains the following: 
 

• A brief description of model and high power rocketry 
• The Model Rocket Safety Code 
• The High Power Rocketry Safety Code 
• A brief summary of the NAR insurance coverage for members, Sections, and land owners 
• An example copy of a site-owners insurance certificate 
• A sport rocketry safety handout 
• The report: Forty Years of Model Rocketry: A Safety Report 

In addition to the above materials, NAR Section leaders should try to include letters of support from existing 
and previous land owners. Include your contact information in the packet, as well.  Offering to have a 
demonstration launch is often a good way to sell the organization and safety of hobby rocketry.  Demonstrate 
the kinds of rockets that you would like to launch on the site and set up the range as if it were an actual 
launch. Pick good looking and performing rockets for use in the demonstration and make sure that all have 
been flown in the demo configuration before. 
 
Here is a check list of ideas to explore for securing a launch site that may help you to match your launch 
needs with potential sites: 
 

• Size of field – define the size you need, based on the Model Rocket and High Power Safety Codes 
• Does the field have appropriate access for the crowds you expect and the needs of your members?  
• Are there the right kinds of infrastructure amenities (e.g., bathroom facilities, roads, parking areas, 

etc.) there for your launches?  
• Where is the field in relation to local airports? Will you have clear skies for the types of launches you 

intend to hold? 
• How will the neighbors react? Does the launch infringe on neighbor activities? 
• What obstructions are in the vicinity? Are there trees, power lines, major roads, or other dangerous 

obstructions that will be impacted? 
• What local ordinances must you obey? Are there state and local government agencies that require 

permits or notification? 
• What is the topographic condition of the area? Will you be able to retrieve the rockets? 
• How is the field oriented with respect to prevailing winds? Will your launches be constrained by wind 

conditions that will carry rockets off of the launch site? 
 
This list is not all inclusive, but should give you an idea about the kind of things to look for when trying to 
find a new launch site.  Remember, we have a safe hobby and you need to show potential land-owners that 
we are a safe and reasonable user of their property.  Good luck! 



What is Model Rocketry? 
 
Model rocketry was developed during the “space-race” era as an alternative to the amateur rocket activity 
(involving metallic airframes and the mixing of dangerous propellants and was responsible for injuring and 
even killing numerous young scientific experimenters). Model rockets are constructed of much safer 
materials, such as cardboard, plastic, and balsa wood, and are fueled by single-use rocket motors 
manufactured by professional companies. These rockets may be flown over and over simply by replacing the 
used motor with a fresh one. A model rocket typically contains a parachute, streamer, or other recovery 
device that allows them to land gently. The modeler never mixes, packs, or works directly with explosives or 
propellants. Today, model rocket kits and motors can be purchased in almost every hobby shop and toy 
store. Model rockets must be flown in compliance with the Model Rocket Safety Code.  

What is High Power Rocketry? 
 
The major differences between model and high power rockets are propulsion power and weight. Like model 
rockets, high power rockets are typically made of safer, non-metallic materials such as cardboard, plastic, and 
wood; but they use motors in ranges over "G" power and/or weigh more than relatively unrestricted model 
rockets. High power rocket engines cannot be purchased over the counter by the general consumer. Typical 
hobby stores do not carry them. They can be mail-ordered by adult modelers who are qualified to purchase 
and use them. The NAR offers a qualification program for modelers who want to fly high power rockets. 
High power rockets must be flown in compliance with the High Power Rocket Safety Code. Launching high 
power rockets requires more preparation than launching model rockets. Not only is a larger field needed, but 
FAA clearance must be arranged well in advance of the launch date. There may also be local or state 
regulatory issues to be addressed before modelers can fly their first high power rocket.   

Who Regulates Model Rocketry? 
 
Most control of model rocketry is on the state and/or local level. 48 states adhere to a common code of 
regulation for model rocketry known as National Fire Protection Association (NFPA) Code 1122. This code 
defines the power, weight, and other limits to which a rocket must comply in order to be classified as a 
(relatively unregulated) “model rocket.” The federal government is, in comparison, less involved in regulating 
model rocketry. Model rocket kits and motors must satisfy the same basic product safety requirements as 
those imposed by the Consumer Product Safety Commission on toys. For this reason, certain types of model 
rocket motors, such as those with “G” and reloadable motors are available only to modelers age 18 or over. 
Model rockets are exempt from Federal Aviation Administration (FAA) regulation, provided they are 
operated in a manner so as not to pose a hazard to aircraft.  
 

Who Regulates High Power Rocketry? 
 
High power rockets fall under a different code of regulations known as NFPA Code 1127. The NFPA's 
current rocketry codes were first written in 1995 and most recently updated in 2008. Many states have 
adopted the NFPA code by reference. Some state laws may also apply to the launching of high power rockets. 
In addition, high power rockets and motors are directly regulated by the federal government:  

• An FAA waiver is required before launching high power rockets to notify air traffic of the potential 
for rockets in their flight area.  

• A Bureau of Alcohol Tobacco and Firearms (BATF) Low Explosives User Permit may be required. 
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Model Rocket Safety Code   

1. Materials. I will use only lightweight, non-metal parts for the nose, body, and fins of my rocket.  

2. Motors. I will use only certified, commercially-made model rocket motors, and will not tamper with these motors or use 

them for any purposes except those recommended by the manufacturer.  

3. Ignition System. I will launch my rockets with an electrical launch system and electrical motor igniters. My launch 

system will have a safety interlock in series with the launch switch, and will use a launch switch that returns to the "off" 

position when released.  

4. Misfires. If my rocket does not launch when I press the button of my electrical launch system, I will remove the 

launcher's safety interlock or disconnect its battery, and will wait 60 seconds after the last launch attempt before allowing 

anyone to approach the rocket.  

5. Launch Safety. I will use a countdown before launch, and will ensure that everyone is paying attention and is a safe 

distance of at least 15 feet away when I launch rockets with D motors or smaller, and 30 feet when I launch larger 

rockets. If I am uncertain about the safety or stability of an untested rocket, I will check the stability before flight and 

will fly it only after warning spectators and clearing them away to a safe distance.  

6. Launcher. I will launch my rocket from a launch rod, tower, or rail that is pointed to within 30 degrees of the vertical to 

ensure that the rocket flies nearly straight up, and I will use a blast deflector to prevent the motor's exhaust from hitting 

the ground. To prevent accidental eye injury, I will place launchers so that the end of the launch rod is above eye level or 

will cap the end of the rod when it is not in use.  

7. Size. My model rocket will not weigh more than 1,500 grams (53 ounces) at liftoff and will not contain more than 125 

grams (4.4 ounces) of propellant or 320 N-sec (71.9 pound-seconds) of total impulse. If my model rocket weighs more 

than one pound (453 grams) at liftoff or has more than four ounces (113 grams) of propellant, I will check and comply 

with Federal Aviation Administration regulations before flying.  

8. Flight Safety. I will not launch my rocket at targets, into clouds, or 

near airplanes, and will not put any flammable or explosive payload 

in my rocket.  

9. Launch Site. I will launch my rocket outdoors, in an open area at 

least as large as shown in the accompanying table, and in safe 

weather conditions with wind speeds no greater than 20 miles per 

hour. I will ensure that there is no dry grass close to the launch pad, 

and that the launch site does not present risk of grass fires.  

10. Recovery System. I will use a recovery system such as a streamer 

or parachute in my rocket so that it returns safely and undamaged 

and can be flown again, and I will use only flame-resistant or 

fireproof recovery system wadding in my rocket.  

11. Recovery Safety. I will not attempt to recover my rocket from power lines, tall trees, or other dangerous places.  

LAUNCH SITE DIMENSIONS 
Installed Total  

Impulse (N-sec) 
Equivalent  
Motor Type 

Minimum Site  
Dimensions (ft.) 

0.00--1.25 1/4A, 1/2A 50 

1.26--2.50 A 100 

2.51--5.00 B 200 

5.01--10.00 C 400 

10.01--20.00 D 500 

20.01--40.00 E 1,000 

40.01--80.00 F 1,000 

80.01--160.00 G 1,000 

160.01--320.00 Two Gs 1,500 



High Power Rocket Safety Code   

1. Certification. I will only fly high power rockets or possess high power rocket motors that are within the scope of my 

user certification and required licensing.  

2. Materials. I will use only lightweight materials such as paper, wood, rubber, plastic, fiberglass, or when necessary ductile 

metal, for the construction of my rocket.  

3. Motors. I will use only certified, commercially made rocket motors, and will not tamper with these motors or use them 

for any purposes except those recommended by the manufacturer. I will not allow smoking, open flames, nor heat 

sources within 25 feet of these motors.  

4. Ignition System. I will launch my rockets with an electrical launch system, and with electrical motor igniters that are 

installed in the motor only after my rocket is at the launch pad or in a designated prepping area. My launch system will 

have a safety interlock that is in series with the launch switch that is not installed until my rocket is ready for launch, and 

will use a launch switch that returns to the "off" position when released. If my rocket has onboard ignition systems for 

motors or recovery devices, these will have safety interlocks that interrupt the current path until the rocket is at the 

launch pad.  

5. Misfires. If my rocket does not launch when I press the button of my electrical launch system, I will remove the 

launcher's safety interlock or disconnect its battery, and will wait 60 seconds after the last launch attempt before allowing 

anyone to approach the rocket.  

6. Launch Safety. I will use a 5-second countdown before launch. I will ensure that no person is closer to the launch pad 

than allowed by the accompanying Minimum Distance Table, and that a means is available to warn participants and 

spectators in the event of a problem. I will check the stability of my rocket before flight and will not fly it if it cannot be 

determined to be stable.  

7. Launcher. I will launch my rocket from a stable device that provides rigid guidance until the rocket has attained a speed 

that ensures a stable flight, and that is pointed to within 20 degrees of vertical. If the wind speed exceeds 5 miles per 

hour I will use a launcher length that permits the rocket to attain a safe velocity before separation from the launcher. I 

will use a blast deflector to prevent the motor's exhaust from hitting the ground. I will ensure that dry grass is cleared 

around each launch pad in accordance with the accompanying Minimum Distance table, and will increase this distance 

by a factor of 1.5 if the rocket motor being launched uses titanium sponge in the propellant.  

8. Size. My rocket will not contain any combination of motors that total more than 40,960 N-sec (9208 pound-seconds) of 

total impulse. My rocket will not weigh more at liftoff than one-third of the certified average thrust of the high power 

rocket motor(s) intended to be ignited at launch.  

9. Flight Safety. I will not launch my rocket at targets, into clouds, near airplanes, nor on trajectories that take it directly 

over the heads of spectators or beyond the boundaries of the launch site, and will not put any flammable or explosive 

payload in my rocket. I will not launch my rockets if wind speeds exceed 20 miles per hour. I will comply with Federal 

Aviation Administration airspace regulations when flying, and will ensure that my rocket will not exceed any applicable 

altitude limit in effect at that launch site.  



10. Launch Site. I will launch my rocket outdoors, in an open area where trees, power lines, buildings, and persons not 

involved in the launch do not present a hazard, and that is at least as large on its smallest dimension as one-half of the 

maximum altitude to which rockets are allowed to be flown at that site or 1500 feet, whichever is greater.  

11. Launcher Location. My launcher will be 1500 feet from any inhabited building or from any public highway on which 

traffic flow exceeds 10 vehicles per hour, not including traffic flow related to the launch. It will also be no closer than 

the appropriate Minimum Personnel Distance from the accompanying table from any boundary of the launch site.  

12. Recovery System. I will use a recovery system such as a parachute in my rocket so that all parts of my rocket return 

safely and undamaged and can be flown again, and I will use only flame-resistant or fireproof recovery system wadding 

in my rocket.  

13. Recovery Safety. I will not attempt to recover my rocket from power lines, tall trees, or other dangerous places, fly it 

under conditions where it is likely to recover in spectator areas or outside the launch site, nor attempt to catch it as it 

approaches the ground.  

MINIMUM DISTANCE TABLE

Installed Total 
Impulse (Newton-

Seconds)  

Equivalent High 
Power Motor Type 

Minimum Diameter 
of Cleared Area (ft.)

Minimum 
Personnel Distance 

(ft.) 

Minimum Personnel 
Distance (Complex 

Rocket) (ft.) 

0 -- 320.00 H or smaller 50 100 200
320.01 -- 640.00 I 50 100 200

640.01 -- 1,280.00 J 50 100 200
1,280.01 -- 2,560.00 K 75 200 300
2,560.01 -- 5,120.00 L 100 300 500
5,120.01 -- 10,240.00 M 125 500 1000
10,240.01 -- 20,480.00 N 125 1000 1500
20,480.01 -- 40,960.00 O 125 1500 2000

Note: A Complex rocket is one that is multi-staged or that is propelled by two or more rocket motors  

Revision: July 2008 

 



National Association of Rocketry 

Insurance for Launch Site Owners 
 
 
The National Association of Rocketry (NAR) offers insurance coverage for its members and for rocketry 
activities that follow the NAR Safety Code: 

• Individual insurance - NAR insurance is general liability coverage included as part of a 
member’s membership benefits. Member insurance helps protect the NAR member from 
liabilities arising out of NAR sport rocketry activities, including both model and high power 
rockets. In the event a member’s rocket causes damage or injury to the person or property of 
another, NAR insurance provides primary coverage.  

• NAR Section insurance - Section liability insurance protects active NAR affiliated Sections 
(or clubs), corporately, against bodily injury and property damage claims during activities 
sponsored by the club. If the Section, as a group, is sued as a result of a rocket accident, the 
NAR liability policy would respond to the alleged damages, pay for the expenses resulting 
from the lawsuit, plus damages awarded. Individual members may still be held liable for their 
own actions.  

• Site (landowner) insurance – defends the site owner against third-party liability claims 
when covered activities of a NAR Section are held on their property. 

 
The NAR policy limit is $1,000,000 per occurrence and $2,000,000 aggregate per annum. The NAR policy has 
a $5,000 deductible per Bodily Injury & Property Damage Claim. Members are personally responsible for 
payment of the first $1,000 of the deductible. Fire damage coverage is limited to $100,000 per occurrence. 
NAR individual insurance is primary coverage, meaning it applies for all NAR member, Section and land 
owners associated with rocketry activity covered under the NAR Safety Code. Policy limits, deductibles, and 
coverage are the same for individuals, Sections, and site owners.  
 
Property damage to “third parties” is covered, as is property damage to the member's owned property. The 
individual NAR member has primary coverage for rocket activities conducted under the NAR Safety Codes, 
over and above any existing personal liability coverage (e.g., homeowner's policy). 
 
Non-members are not directly covered by NAR insurance for their activities. However, the NAR Section and 
site-owner insurance does apply to appropriate claims by non-members. Coverage applies to losses arising out 
of NAR sport rocketry activities, which include meetings, field trips, or launches. An injury on the premises 
or property of such an activity would be part of the activity. (Rules regarding deductibles still apply.)  
 
The coverage to the site owner is to defend against third-party liability claims brought against them, due to 
covered activities of the Section held on their property. The NAR Section can deliver a land owner an 
insurance certificate listing the landowner as additional insured regarding NAR activities on their site. This 
certificate will be sent directly to the NAR section contact and it provides the site owner with policy facts 
such as limits, effective dates, and the insurance company providing the coverage. If a landowner has 
additional questions or concerns, they can then contact our insurance agency directly. For additional 
insurance questions contact call Bob Blomster at the J. A. Price Agency (952) 944-8790. 
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INSR ADD'L
LTR INSRD

DATE (MM/DD/YYYY)

PRODUCER

INSURED

POLICY EFFECTIVE POLICY EXPIRATION
POLICY NUMBER LIMITSDATE (MM/DD/YY) DATE (MM/DD/YY)TYPE OF INSURANCE

GENERAL LIABILITY

AUTOMOBILE LIABILITY

GARAGE LIABILITY

EXCESS/UMBRELLA LIABILITY

WORKERS COMPENSATION AND
EMPLOYERS' LIABILITY

OTHER

DESCRIPTION OF OPERATIONS / LOCATIONS / VEHICLES / EXCLUSIONS ADDED BY ENDORSEMENT / SPECIAL PROVISIONS

SHOULD ANY OF THE ABOVE DESCRIBED POLICIES BE CANCELLED BEFORE THE EXPIRATION

DATE THEREOF, THE ISSUING INSURER WILL ENDEAVOR TO MAIL DAYS WRITTEN

NOTICE TO THE CERTIFICATE HOLDER NAMED TO THE LEFT, BUT FAILURE TO DO SO SHALL

IMPOSE NO OBLIGATION OR LIABILITY OF ANY KIND UPON THE INSURER, ITS AGENTS OR

REPRESENTATIVES.

AUTHORIZED REPRESENTATIVE

ANY PROPRIETOR/PARTNER/EXECUTIVE
OFFICER/MEMBER EXCLUDED?

INSURER A:

INSURER B:

INSURER C:

INSURER D:

INSURER E:

EACH OCCURRENCE $
DAMAGE TO RENTED

COMMERCIAL GENERAL LIABILITY $PREMISES (Ea occurrence)

CLAIMS MADE OCCUR MED EXP (Any one person) $

PERSONAL & ADV INJURY $

GENERAL AGGREGATE $

GEN'L AGGREGATE LIMIT APPLIES PER: PRODUCTS - COMP/OP AGG $
PRO-

POLICY LOCJECT

COMBINED SINGLE LIMIT $(Ea accident)ANY AUTO

ALL OWNED AUTOS BODILY INJURY $(Per person)SCHEDULED AUTOS

HIRED AUTOS BODILY INJURY $(Per accident)NON-OWNED AUTOS

PROPERTY DAMAGE $(Per accident)

AUTO ONLY - EA ACCIDENT $

ANY AUTO EA ACC $OTHER THAN
AUTO ONLY: AGG $

EACH OCCURRENCE $

OCCUR CLAIMS MADE AGGREGATE $

$

DEDUCTIBLE $

RETENTION $ $
WC STATU- OTH-

TORY LIMITS ER

E.L. EACH ACCIDENT $

E.L. DISEASE - EA EMPLOYEE $
If yes, describe under

E.L. DISEASE - POLICY LIMIT $SPECIAL PROVISIONS below

O

THE POLICIES OF INSURANCE LISTED BELOW HAVE BEEN ISSUED TO THE INSURED NAMED ABOVE FOR THE POLICY PERIOD INDICATED. NOTWITHSTANDING
ANY REQUIREMENT, TERM OR CONDITION OF ANY CONTRACT OR OTHER DOCUMENT WITH RESPECT TO WHICH THIS CERTIFICATE MAY BE ISSUED OR
MAY PERTAIN, THE INSURANCE AFFORDED BY THE POLICIES DESCRIBED HEREIN IS SUBJECT TO ALL THE TERMS, EXCLUSIONS AND CONDITIONS OF SUCH
POLICIES. AGGREGATE LIMITS SHOWN MAY HAVE BEEN REDUCED BY PAID CLAIMS.

THIS CERTIFICATE IS ISSUED AS A MATTER OF INFORMATION
ONLY AND CONFERS NO RIGHTS UPON THE CERTIFICATE
HOLDER. THIS CERTIFICATE DOES NOT AMEND, EXTEND OR
ALTER THE COVERAGE AFFORDED BY THE POLICIES BELOW.

INSURERS AFFORDING COVERAGE NAIC #

COVERAGES

CERTIFICATE HOLDER CANCELLATION

ACORD 25 (2001/08) ACORD CORPORATION 1988

ACORDTM CERTIFICATE OF LIABILITY INSURANCE 04/02/07

J. A. Price Agency, Inc.
6640 Shady Oak Road
Suite 500
Eden Prairie, MN  55344-6176

National Association of Rocketry
P. O. Box 407
Marion, IA  52302

Underwriters at Lloyds

A
X

X
X BI/PD Ded: 5,000

RAS357276664R1 04/05/07 04/05/08

2,000,000
Included

1,000,000

1,000,000
100,000
5,000

Prince William County Schools is hereby named as an additional insured
on the liability policy as respects to NAR launch activities on their
site.

Prince William County Schools
Risk Management & Security
P.O. Box 389
Manassas, VA  20108

30
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ACORD 25-S (2001/08)

If  the  certificate  holder is  an  ADDITIONAL  INSURED, the  policy(ies) must  be  endorsed.  A statement
on  this  certificate  does  not  confer  rights to the certificate  holder in lieu of such endorsement(s).

If  SUBROGATION  IS  WAIVED,  subject  to  the terms and  conditions of the policy, certain  policies  may
require   an   endorsement.   A   statement  on  this  certificate   does  not  confer  rights  to  the  certificate
holder  in  lieu  of  such  endorsement(s).

The  Certificate  of Insurance  on  the  reverse side  of  this form  does not  constitute  a  contract  between
the  issuing  insurer(s),  authorized  representative  or  producer, and  the  certificate  holder,   nor  does  it
affirmatively  or  negatively  amend,  extend  or  alter  the  coverage  afforded by the policies listed thereon.

DISCLAIMER

IMPORTANT
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National Association of Rocketry 
 
SPORT ROCKETRY: AMERICA’S SAFE, EDUCATIONAL AEROSPACE HOBBY 

 
WHAT IS SPORT ROCKETRY? 

 
Sport rocketry is aerospace engineering in miniature.  This popular 
hobby and educational tool was founded in 1957 to provide a safe 
and inexpensive way for young people to learn the principles of 
rocket flight.  It has grown since then to a worldwide hobby with 
over 12 million flights per year, used in 25,000 schools around the 
U.S.. Its safety record is extraordinarily good, especially compared 
to most other outdoor activities.   It is recognized and permitted 
under Federal and all 50 states’ laws and regulations, and its safe 
and inexpensive products are available in toy and hobby stores 
nationwide.  Sport rocketry has inspired two generations of 
America’s young people to pursue careers in technology. 
 

WHAT IS A SPORT ROCKET? 
 
A sport rocket is a reusable, lightweight, non-metallic flight 
vehicle that is propelled vertically by an electrically-ignited, 
commercially-made, nationally-certified, and non-explosive solid 
fuel rocket motor.  For safety reasons no rocket hobbyist is ever 
required or allowed to mix or load chemicals or raw propellant; all 
sport rocket motors are bought pre-made.  Sport rockets are 
always designed and built to be returned safely and gently to the 
ground with a recovery system such as a parachute.  They are 
always designed to be recovered and flown many times, with the 
motor being replaced between flights.  Sport rockets come in two 
size classes: MODEL rockets, which are under one pound in 
weight (3.3 pounds under some conditions), have less than 4.4 
ounces of propellant, and are generally available to consumers of 
all ages; and HIGH-POWER rockets, which are larger, use motors 
larger than “G” power, and are available only to adults.    
 

ARE THESE ROCKETS LEGAL? 
 
Model rockets are legal under the laws and regulations of all 50 
states and the Federal government, although some local 
jurisdictions may have ordinances restricting their use.  Model 
rockets are regulated by the National Fire Protection Association 
(NFPA) Code 1122, which is adopted as law in most states.  They 
are specifically exempted from Federal Aviation Administration 
(FAA) air traffic control by Part 101.1 of Federal Aviation 
Regulations (14 CFR 101.1) and may be flown anywhere without 
FAA clearance.  They are permitted for sale to children by the 
Consumer Product Safety Commission under their regulations (16 
CFR 1500.85 (a) (8)).  They are permitted for shipping (with 
appropriate packaging and labeling) by the Department of 
Transportation and U.S. Postal Service.  They are not subject to 
regulation or user licensing by the Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, 
Firearms & Explosives (BATFE).  They are endorsed and used by 
the Boy Scouts, 4-H Clubs, the Civil Air Patrol, and NASA. 

High power rockets are regulated under NFPA Code 
1127.  Because of their size and power they are not available to 
people younger than age 18.  Their flights are subject to FAA air 
traffic regulations, and purchase of the larger motors for these 
rockets generally requires user certification by a national rocketry 
organization, plus BATFE licensing in some cases.  Despite these 
greater legal restrictions, high power rockets are also very popular.  
They also have an outstanding safety record. 

 
 
 
 
 

IS THIS HOBBY SAFE? 
 

In well over 500 million flights since the founding of the hobby, 
there has never been a death caused by the flight of a sport rocket.  
Injuries are rare and generally minor.  They are almost always the 
result of failure to follow the basic safety precautions and 
instructions provided by the manufacturers.  Sport rocketry’s 
record shows that it is safer than almost any sport or other outdoor 
physical activity.  The hobby operates under the simple and easy-
to-follow Model Rocket and High-Power Rocket Safety Codes of 
the National Association of Rocketry, which have been fine-tuned 
by professional engineers and public safety officials over the past 
50 years to maximize user and spectator safety.  The foundations 
of these Safety Codes are that sport rockets must be electrically 
ignited from a safe distance with advance warning to all those 
nearby, must have recovery systems, must be flown vertically in a 
suitably-sized field with no aircraft in the vicinity, and must never 
be aimed at a target or used to carry a pyrotechnic payload.  All 
sport rocket motors are subjected to extensive safety and reliability 
certification testing to strict NFPA standards by the National 
Association of Rocketry or other national organizations before 
they are allowed to be sold in the U.S..       
 

AREN’T THESE ROCKETS FIREWORKS? 
 
All Federal and state legal codes recognize sport rockets as 
different from fireworks.  Fireworks are single-use recreational 
products designed solely to produce noise, smoke, or visual effect.  
They have few of the designed-in safety features or pre-consumer 
national safety testing of a reusable sport rocket, and none of the 
sport rocket’s educational value.  Fireworks are fuse-lit, an 
inherently dangerous ignition method that is specifically forbidden 
in the hobby of sport rocketry.  Sport rockets are prohibited from 
carrying any form of pyrotechnic payload; their purpose is to 
demonstrate flight principles or carry educational payloads, not 
blow up, make noise, or emit a shower of sparks. 
 

WHO ARE THE EXPERTS? 

The oldest and largest organization of sport rocketeers in the U.S. 
is the National Association of Rocketry (NAR).  This non-profit 
organization represents the hobby to public safety officials and 
federal agencies, and plays a key role in maintaining the safety of 
the hobby through rocket engine certification testing and safety 
code development.  The NAR also publishes Sport Rocketry 
magazine, runs national sport rocketry events and competitions, 
and offers liability insurance coverage for sport rocketeers and 
launch site owners.  You may reach the NAR at: 

National Association of Rocketry 
 Post Office Box 407 
 Marion, IA  52302 
 http://www.nar.org 

You may purchase copies of the NFPA Codes 1122 or 1127 
regulating sport rocketry from: 

National Fire Protection Association 
 1 Batterymarch Park 
 Quincy, MA  02269-9101  
 http://www.nfpa.org 
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